simple inexpensive method of pregnancy diagnosis for sheep. We considered that, if oestrus could be induced in the non-pregnant ewes in a flock (which may be in anoestrus) and this oestrus detected by the use of harnessed rams (Radford, Watson & Wood, 1960) , a method of pregnancy diagnosis could be developed. Diamond & Young (1963) present evidence from a number of species that pregnancy prevents the virilizing effect of a range of exogenous steroid substances. Lindsay & Francis (1969) The need for progesterone in order to induce oestrus in a proportion of pregnant ewes is curious. The endogenous output of progesterone alone, estimated at 7-5 to 15 mg/day by Alexander & Williams (1966) , would appear to be sufficient to prime the ewe (Robinson, Moore & Binet, 1956) (Woody, Ginther & Pope, 1967;  Lewis, Taylor & Inskeep, 1968) and weight (Ginther, 1968) 
